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From the Doctor by carola Stevenson DvM
Xylitol Poisoning

One more reason to keep your pets from eating people food
and to guard your purse... An ingredient called Xylitol,
which is safe for humans and found in sugar-free gum,
baked goods, and toothpaste has recently been found to
cause serious illness and death in pets. Symptoms initially
are caused by a strong insulin release which leads to severe
hypoglycemia, seizures, and collapse. Liver failure can
occur within 3 days. Treatment is supportive in nature and
toxicity can only be prevented if treated early.

Dog Parks

By Lindsay Auricchio

Here are a few places to take your dogs for a fun outing.
Mile high mutts park hill. 4613 East 93ve.

Denver Off Leash dog park. 666 S Jasor(ISicated
behind the Denver animal control building.)

Berkeley Park. Sheridan Ave. and West 46

Barnum park. Hooker ST. and Weét&ve.

Kennedy park. Hampden Ave. and S. Dayton St.

Fuller Park. Franklin St and East'28ve
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Pet Birthdays@

Buddy Bob S. Cinnamon K.  Lian H.
Hoss G. Chat'ta T. Princess B.
Fritz L. Chili G. Odile C.

And so many more, we couldn’t list them all. To get on our
E-mail list for special birthday giveaways, contact our office with
your e-mail address.

Our next canine dental day for
Anesthesia-free cleanings:
Mar 7, Mar 14, Apr 11

For after hour emergencies call

Central Vet Emergency Services 303-874-7387
They are located on the Southeast corner of
Jason Street and Hampden Ave. Just one
block east of Santa Fe.

2 O O 7 Heartworm Season is coming...
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Cat Scratching

By Heidi Looney CVT

Do you have a cat that scratches the furniture or pokes you
when “making biscuits” on your skin? Do you wonder what
options you have to help with these situations? Besides
training Kitty to use a dedicated scratching post, there are a
few other products and procedures. Here is a list with the
pros and cons of each choice.

Nail caps(Soft Paws)— Plastic caps that cover the nails and
are applied with adhesive.

Pro — No surgery required, not painful.

Con — Caps need to be replaced regularly (about every 4-6
weeks)

Tendonectomy— Procedure that removes a small section of
the tendon that allows the nails to retract. The nails and toe
remain.

Pro — Significantly less painful and fewer complications
than the declaw.

Con — Owner must be able to trim the nails on a regular
basis (about once a month).

Declaw— Procedure that amputates the last bone in each toe
along with the nail bed.

Pro — Completely removes the nails.

Con — Very painful procedure, kitty should not go outside.
When behavioral modifications have been exhausted and
you need help in making a decision about surgery to prevent
scratching, you should first talk with you veterinarian. The
Declaw and Tendonectomy procedures are performed at
Bear Valley Veterinary Clinionly with a laser which
promotes faster healing and less pain than older methods.
Please call us if you would like to discuss your options.

NO! — THEY ARE NOT TOO OLD

by Sharon Worster

About 3 years ago | was informed that my Cocker Spaniel
“Cisco” had a Ruptured Cranial Cruciate Ligament (the
same thing a football player might get), and that surgery was
necessary to repair it. | agonized over this for quite some
time, because Cisco was 12 years old; about 84 in “human
years”. | wondered if it was worth “putting him through”

the surgery and the costs involved. The decision was made
to go ahead with the surgery and about a week after surgery,
| knew it was the smartest decision | made for him. Against
Doctor’s orders to rest, he was back to running around and
jumping like a puppy. Now, at the age of 15, (105 in human
years) he is still going strong. You can'’t go outside to work
in the yard without him by your side, dropping his ball in
front of you to throw for him. | learned from this

experience that our pets depend on us to make decisions for
their benefit and that age is not a disease.

Pet Obituaries ...you will never be forgotten

Malachi S. Brandy V. Evo S.
Penny Lane H. Dundee R. Angel R.
Dutchess W. Sam L. Dusty M.
Sinatra J. Mac O. Odie A.
Benjamin J. Gus R. Penny W.



