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Barking Dogs
By Dr Stevenson
          

The time of year is coming that the weather outside 
is so nice that you might be allowing your pets to have more 
outdoor time.  Some of your dogs may also decide there are 
great opportunities to bark at the neighbor’s cat, the kids 
throwing the ball in the street, or the wind that blows.
Whether you are the victim of the annoying neighborhood 
barking dog or the frustrated dog owner of the annoying 
barking dog, I can tell you, there IS hope.  I've been on both 
sides of the fence and will share some recommendations 
with you.

First, if you are the neighbor of the barking dog 
and the dog is really barking enough to affect your life style, 
I suggest that you talk to your neighbor about it.  They 
might not even know it's happening if the dogs bark when 
they are away at work.  Or, they might not know that 
everyone in the neighborhood can hear their dog barking.
Either way, it may prevent a neighborhood war to just nicely 
request that the dogs be kept indoors during early morning 
and late evening hours or whatever other suggestions you 
may have.

For those of you with the barking dog you need to 
understand that unless your dog accepts that humans are the 
dominant figure in the household regardless of age, size, or 
gender, your training to teach them not to bark will not be 
successful.  Dogs who are allowed to rule the roost in the 
home think they have to be in charge of every aspect of the 
family’s security. When you tell them "No", because they 
are barking at the mailman, they won't understand that you 
don't need them to protect you from the mailman.
Also, if you have a neighbor that the dogs bark at, or the 
neighbor's dogs, it is worth having an introduce-and-play 
time with the neighbor and/or their dogs in a neutral play 
area.  (IE not your yard and not their yard).  Training dogs 
to quit barking takes consistency.  So, if you allow them to 
bark outside one day because you don't feel like getting up 
to correct the barking on Sunday morning, but you did 3 
other days of the week, you won't be successful.

I personally have 4 dogs of different breeds and 
they all bark for different reasons.  One dog barks to 
prove he is a tough guy.  The fat dog barks because he's 
hungry.  The old dog barks because he's senile.  The Cocker 
Spaniel barks because 'How dare I leave him outside for 
more than 5 minutes.'  The point is, everyone’s household 
has a different dynamic.  My endpoint of frustration led me 
to seeking a professional dog training services.  Alfred and 
Jeannie Gizzo from Bark Busters came to my house and 
taught me strategies to correct my dogs barking.  What I 
gained from them was very worth it!  You can call Bark 
Busters to schedule a training session at 1-877-500-BARK 
or go to the Bark Busters website at BarkBusters.com.

For after hour emergencies call
Central Vet Emergency Services  303-874-7387 
They are located on the Southeast corner of Jason Street 
and Hampden Ave.  Just one block east of Santa Fe.

Pet Birthdays
Kimie H. Shaywea A. Patsy R.
Symba A. Mittens A. Missy H.
Reno T. Jet T. Clancy K.

And so many more, we couldn’t list them all.  To get on our 
E-mail list for special birthday giveaways, contact our office with 
your e-mail address.

Pet Food Recall
I’m sure the pet food recall is on the forefront of 

everyone’s mind due to all the media attention.  At this time,
our hospital has not proved any pets to have been affected 
by the toxins in the recalled pet foods.  One pet did die 
randomly prior to the recall and it was later discovered that 
she had possibly been exposed to contaminated treats.  The 
pet food companies are being very fair in providing funds 
for testing potentially affected pets.  The important lessons 
from this tragedy are the following: 1) You generally get 
what you pay for. An astounding number of the recalled pet 
foods were generics.  Yes, a few name brand foods were 
affected also, primarily the Proctor and Gamble/Eukanuba 
and Iams Companies.  2) Natural does not always mean 
safer.  Look at how many of the products were natural or 
holistic products.  3) Anytime you feel your pet is ill, they 
should be examined.  Pets have a survival of the fittest 
genetic make-up and will hide diseases for long periods of 
time.  Don’t take the chance.  
There is a complete and current list of the recalled pet foods 
on our website.  If you have any questions regarding the 
safety of your pets nutrition there are many resources 
available, including the manufacturer, to determine the 
source of ingredients in your pets food.  

Keep checking our website…
Very soon you will be able to request appointments, 
request prescription refills, and make orders directly 
from our website!

Pet Obituaries …you will never be forgotten
Harriet B. Scooter D. Tasha F.
Leto F. Jake G. Mindy H.
Fritz L. Kitty R. Miko S.
Jasmine C. Sadie C. Zan M.
Gus R. Benjamin J. 

2007Heartworm and Plague Season is 
here….

Our next canine dental day for
Anesthesia-free cleanings:

May 7th, 9th & 21st

June 13th & 18th


