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Pet Loss Prevention
By Ryan Lindstrom CVA

Did you know that only 15% of dogs and cats 
that are lost in the United States are reunited with their 
owners? Surprisingly 50% are reunited in Europe.  
This is because in Europe 75% of pets are 
microchipped vs. 19% in the U.S. 

Microchipping has been around since the late 
1980’s and is performed all over the world. The 
microchip is a very small computer chip (about the 
size of a grain of rice) that is inserted under the skin of 
your animal between the shoulder blades. It has a 
unique number that belongs only to your animal. That 
means when you have them microchipped and 
registered, you and your family can feel confident that 
your pet has a permanent I.D. in case they are ever 
lost.   
Is it Painful? It is mildly painful; similar to getting a 
vaccination.  Pets, including cats, tolerate the 
procedure very well.  We are able to perform this 
procedure while the animal is awake or if under 
anesthesia for any other procedure such as with a 
routine surgery, or dental cleaning. 
Can I afford this? Yes you can. The chip costs less 
than $70 and registration is life long.  The cost of the 
chip is minimal when you consider the sentimental 
value of your pet.  A pet that accidentally gets out and 
ends up in an emergency hospital may be euthanized if 
a chip is not found and there is no evidence of having 
an owner.
Could my pet get sick from having foreign material 
under the skin? Rest assured that your pet will never 
be harmed from this chip. 
My pet always wears a collar with tags.  Often 
people will say that their not interested in chipping 
their dog or cat because they always wear a collar and 
the pet never leaves the house or yard. That’s great 
that the animal is comfortable wearing a collar but the 
truth is that the collar may slip off the animal, the ID 
tags may come off sometime while they are out, or the 
tag numbers often wear off and the information is

Check out our website…
You are now able to request appointments, request 

prescription refills, and make orders directly from our 
website!www.bearvalleyvet.com

Our next canine dental day for
Anesthesia-free cleanings:

September 12th & 17th

unreadable. With the microchip you never have to 
worry about the ID number failing.  Pets that are 
“home-bodies” are more likely to be lost because they 
aren’t used to navigating their way home. These are 
the pets that need the chip.

Additionally, the chip will never need to be 
replaced due to battery running out. It’s designed so 
that it only acts when acted upon. That means the chip 
only activates when a scanner has passed over it.  It is 
routine equipment for all shelters and veterinary 
hospitals to have microchip scanners.  It is routine 
protocol for all pet advocacy agencies to scan for 
microchips when a pet is lost.  You’ll see our staff 
scanning for microchips at nearly every annual exam.

Over the years, nearly 20 million pets have 
had to be euthanized because they were never reunited 
with their parents. Don’t let your animal become a 
statistic. We are dedicated to pet loss prevention and 
urge you to take action immediately if your pet is not 
microchipped. In the month of September, if you 
have your pet microchipped, the lifetime 
registration of your pet’s microchip is free. You 
can’t and shouldn’t pass up this deal that could save 
your pet’s life. There is no office visit charge for 
microchipping.  Please call now to schedule your 
appointment. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please give us a call at (303)985-3316. 

Pet Birthdays
Scoobert H. Lucy S. Mr. Pudge Y.
Sammy C. Ginger P. S. Max W.
Max E.   Ghotone T. Sarah B.

And so many more, we couldn’t list them all.  To get on our 
E-mail list for special birthday giveaways, contact our office with 
your e-mail address.

Pet Obituaries …you will never be forgotten
Kacee M.       Princess M.       Jinny W.        Chablis S.
Daisy K.        Savannah A .     Peanut S.        Jasmine S.
Savanah C.   Scooter W.       Scooby C.      Bengal S.
Xena T.         Alex W.       Lilly N.

                                                                                                                    
For after hour emergencies call
Central Vet Emergency Services  303-874-7387 
They are located on the Southeast corner of Jason Street 
and Hampden Ave.  Just one block east of Santa Fe.


