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One in four pets gets Cancer
By Dr Stevenson

Did you know that one in four pets will get some form 
of cancer in their lifetime?  This is a very sad statistic 
to me because I have four dogs.  According to 
statistics one of them will get cancer.  There are four 
clinic cats at Bear Valley Veterinary Clinic; one of 
them will get cancer……..  Wait a minute…one of 
them already had cancer.  Yes, I say HAD.  We are not 
talking about a benign skin mass either.  Jasmine had a 
tumor on her kidney that made her kidney twice its’ 
normal size.  She was diagnosed in 2003 with renal 
adenocarcinoma after the affected kidney was 
removed and submitted for a biopsy.  She was treated 
with three doses of chemotherapy and now four years 
later she is fat and happy as can be but short one 
kidney.  She is the black and white tuxedo cat you’ll 
often see lounging on the scale, showing off her girlish 
figure.  So of course there is a point to this story.  
Jasmine was a perfectly healthy looking 6 year old cat.  
During a routine, early detection blood screen we 
found that Jasmine was at risk for serious 
complications.  She was treated immediately for her 
extremely high red blood cell count, had a plain x-ray 
and an ultrasound to find a large tumor on her kidney.  
A week later she was recovering from surgery.  
Jasmine never had any symptoms of a malignant 
cancer.  She had lost a little bit of weight, but I thought 
it was because I had her on a diet.  Ha Ha.  Had it not 
been for routine blood testing and early detection of 
the cancer, she would not still be with us.  Pets can’t 
tell us where it hurts or that they’ve been feeling a 
little under-the-weather lately.  

Pet Birthdays
Squeaky G  .Gracie B. Abby H.
Foxy R. Ruffus C. Rex G.
Betsy J.  L’il Bill G. D-Bo B.

And so many more, we couldn’t list them all.  To get on our 
E-mail list for special birthday giveaways, contact our office with 
your e-mail address.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Check out our website…
You are now able to request appointments, request 
prescription refills, and make orders directly from our 
website!www.bearvalleyvet.com

Our next canine dental day for
Anesthesia-free cleanings:

October 10th & 15th

This is why early detection and semiannual wellness 
exams are so important.  A lot of valuable information 
can come from a basic blood screen.  There are two 
basic parts to a blood screen and multiple additions to 
it based on the pets age, species, breed, and health.  
The first part, the complete blood count (or CBC) has 
more than 20 individual tests and checks the red and 
white blood cell counts for signs of anemia or 
infection, and the platelets which are important for 
blood clotting.  Many types of cancer, allergies, 
parasites, and infections are detected with this test.  
The next part, the chemistry panel, checks the function 
of the basic organs, such as the kidneys, the liver, and 
the pancreas for diseases like diabetes and many 
others.  Anywhere between 8 and 27 items are checked 
on a blood chemistry.  The more inclusive tests check 
the thyroid gland for abnormalities and a complete 
urinalysis for additional information about kidney 
function, bladder crystals or stones, and infections.  
All of this information can be obtained from a quantity 
equivalent to a teaspoon of blood and a tablespoon of 
urine.  The lifespan of the average pet is way too short.  
Early detection of diseases and early treatment are one 
way we can lengthen and provide a quality life to our 
furry friends.  Pets even as young as 3 years old get 
cancer.  October is early detection month at Bear 
Valley Veterinary Clinic.  Take advantage of this 
months promotion that encourages routine blood 
screens.  Please call if you have any questions and 
schedule your pets’ appointment today!

Pet Obituaries …you will never be forgotten
Adam C.  Bailey C. Sadie E.
Starr K.   Bogie M.             Gretchen R.
Jake W.

For after hour emergencies call
Central Vet Emergency Services  303-874-7387 
They are located on the Southeast corner of 
Jason Street and Hampden Ave.  Just one 
block east of Santa Fe.


